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Abstract. The article demonstrates the globalization and regional dimen-
sion of the problems of academic mobility as well as academic migration
at the Ukrainian education environment. The authors’ approach is based
on the fact that the dialectics of globalization and regionalization has a
significant influence on the essence of the processes of academic mobility
and academic migration. The theoretical study and analysis of educational
policy have demonstrated the need for harmonization of these processes
taking into account current geopolitical challenges. The authors have ex-
plored the “order of the day” of problems related to academic mobility
and academic migration, taking into account current geopolitical challen-
ges, trying to identify the perspective directions of study of this problem.
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Introduction

The intensive development of mobility opportunities all around the world
the expansion of not only economic, scientific, but educational contacts between
countries, communication changes in the informational milieu also put the issue
of adaptation of academic migrants in the conditions of residence in selected
countries for education. Internationalization of higher education significantly
increases the number of people who want to study abroad in more developed
countries.

The presence of students from other countries at universities shows the
inclusion of Ukraine into the international global educational system. Partici-
pation in the world educational process is one of the conditions for the successful
development of a higher educational institution. Therefore, the education of
abroad students occupies a significant place among the various activities of
Ukrainian universities. This activity fits the logic of globalization and concep-
tualized in the educational practice by the concepts of “academic mobility” as
well as “academic migration”. These phenomena fit into the logic of develo-
ping the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) and the European Research
Area (ERA), while the processes of academic mobility and migration are key
tools for their implementation. These tendencies are appropriately enshrined
in the European Union educational program documents.
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At the same time, in parallel with the tendencies of globalization, com-
plex processes of academic migration, caused by the geopolitical situation in
the country, take place in Ukraine. In recent years, the socio-cultural space
of Ukraine is under the influence of complex contradictions of a geopolitical
nature, initiated by an armed military conflict in the East of Ukraine and the
annexation of Crimea. These contradictions logically initiated the processes of
moving (evacuating) institutions of higher education and scientific institutions
into a controlled territory in order to preserve the intellectual, economic and
human potential of the regions that emerged as the arena for the implemen-
tation of the strategies of the hybrid war. About thirty institutions of higher
education and scientific institutions made a forced move from the zone of mili-
tary conflict following the desire to stay a part of the Ukrainian scientific and
educational space.

At the same time, material facilities (campus with educational buildings,
scientific laboratories, etc.), as well as the presence of a part of teaching, trai-
ning, support and student staff, allowed to create institutions of higher educa-
tion and scientific institutions in uncontrolled territories. Based on such facili-
ties, the own scientific and educational space is built up at the non-controlled
territories from 2014. Thus, the institutions were not moved in their integrity
but separated, creating “separated” institutions and the Ukrainian educational
and scientific space itself lost its integrity.

The authors of the article aim to explore the complex dialectic of glo-
balization and regionalization trends at the processes of academic mobility
and academic migration. The authors proceed from the understanding that
this article is merely an “order of the day” of academic mobility and academic
migration at the Ukrainian higher education system. The problem further ana-
lysis requires a series of studies using statistical methods, conducting in-depth
interviews and focus groups.

Mobility Turn as Cultural Background of Academic Mo-
bility and Academic Migration Processes

As already mentioned above, the article analyzes the problems of academic
mobility and academic migration in Ukrainian higher education. Addressing
this problem is caused by the need to determine the place of global and re-
gional trends in these processes in order to make their implementation more
controlled. Indeed, the being of modern society and education is increasingly
beginning to be mobile. At a contemporary social and humanities studies,
broad discussion concerning the mobility trends takes place over the past de-
cade. In order to demonstrate the scale of the spread of the ideology of mobility
in society using “language of numbers”, we turn to the indicators proposed by
Ossi Naukkarinen, the Finnish researcher on the mobility problems: “In 1950
there were 53 million cars in the world; now there are more than 500 million,
and according to some estimates, over 700 million. And people do use them. In
Finland, which is fairly typical in this respect, the average of the private car is
driven more than 10 000 kilometres per year, which is over ten times more than
in 1950. The growth of air traffic is even more astonishing. In 1950, 28 billion
passenger kilometres were flown by the world’s aeroplanes. Today, the figure
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is almost 3000 billion — over a hundred times more. International business has
also grown, which means greater numbers of objects are transported from one
place to another and more currency transactions conducted” [16].

The key idea of this discussion is the awareness and further conceptual
development of the concept of “mobility turn” resulting in a transformation
of ideas about space and time at a contemporary society, which undergoes
the radical changes to the established principles of social interaction. Indeed,
mobility is a sign of the overwhelming majority of modern social phenomena:
from economics and communication systems to approaches in modern educa-
tion. Thomas Faist conceptualizes the essence of mobility turn in the following
way: “A new paradigmatic turn has reached migration studies, the mobility
turn. Following on from many turns in the recent past, such as the linguistic
turn, the cultural turn and the spatial turn, the mobility turn seems to be the
newest effort in diagnostic descriptions of modern society. Like other turns, the
mobility turn generalizes one aspect of contemporary society to the detriment
of other features. While such a turn may usefully highlight various forms of
spatial mobility, it cannot be fruitfully employed unless the scholars working
with this paradigm critically reflect underlying political assumptions about the
nexus between spatial and social mobility. Moreover, any analysis of spatial
and social mobilities needs to go beyond descriptions and start accounting for
the mechanisms underlying the production of social inequalities” [8, p. 1637].

Indeed, the issue of mobility does not simply become a key methodological
tool but also enters its ontological essence in the “heart” of the modern world —
the phenomenon of the movement of elements of the social world is at the
“heart” of modern social transformations. Consequently, the scientists were
aware of the importance of displacements in modern society and throughout
the history of mankind, but now it is comprehended as one of the foundations
of modern everyday being, basic value, policy instrument, etc.: “Contemporary
society lives at “the coordinates” of mobility and modern individual needs to
transform one’s own everyday practices to stay at the advance-guard of the
social development, to perform successful carrier steps etc. The reports of
some international organizations are demonstrated, that at the 21-th century
life success depends form the people’s ability to build the life strategies (as well
as educational ones) taking into account the mobility tendencies at the modern
society” [24, p. 103].

Thus, as a response to the adoption of a mobility turn in all the spheres
of social life, the processes of academic mobility and academic migration are
gaining considerable significance in the higher education system. At the same
time, the authors would like to emphasize that the phenomenon of “academic
mobility” as well as “academic migration” have arisen at the tradition of higher
education since the founding of the first universities in the Middle Ages. The
current quantitative and qualitative surge of mobility trends has led to their
unprecedented updating in the global higher education area.
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Global and Regional Dimension of Academic Mobility and
Academic Migration Processes

In the introduction, we emphasized that any complex social phenomena
are implemented in accordance with the complex logic of globalization and re-
gionalization. Academic mobility and academic migration are no exception.
Let’s consider how the processes of globalization of higher education inten-
sify the mobility trends at Ukrainian higher education. Indeed, globalization
contributes to increasing the intensity of migration, the erosion of borders bet-
ween states, which leads to the formation of supranational social structures, so-
called multicultural societies as well as multicultural educational environments
in higher education. At the same time, mobility is also a tool for ensuring
the negative phenomenon of “brain drain”, which should also be considered
in the study of positive prospects for academic mobility and academic migra-
tion: “Global talent mobility, accompanied by such concepts as ‘brain drain’,
‘brain gain’, ‘brain exchange’ and ‘brain circulation’, has drawn attention from
both researchers and policy-makers. Research into, and policies concerned
with, the movements of high skills, including university academics, are largely
from economic perspectives on globalization. Inquiries are framed by concerns
for national economic growth; the notion that, ‘human capital translates into
economic capital that translates into national economic growth and competiti-
veness’... Brain drain assumes that people who leave one country for another
will never return, and that their movement is nonreversible. These unilateral
flows, described as a loss of talent, are often viewed as having negative effects
on the source countries which have made an educational investment in scholars
who ultimately leave their home countries” [4, p. 25].

Under the influence of globalization, Ukrainian universities seek to attract
a large number of foreign students in a fierce competition while addressing the
issue of achieving a high level of intercultural understanding, striving to in-
crease the intensity of interaction between representatives of different cultures,
contributing to raising the level of education of foreign students (citizens of
developing countries). At the context of global society transformation, higher
education policy tries to take into account the needs of different groups that
provide the development of a higher school, state structures, consumers of edu-
cational services, etc., which requires the formation of new (internationally)
benchmarks and standards in the field of education which would be based on
the qualitative theoretical foundation: “The blurring of distinction, the breadth
of opportunities for individualization and realization of freedoms, initiates the
problem of distorting the deep essence of some sociocultural phenomena. The
Ukrainian sphere of higher education in this context is demonstrative: Ukraine
has been a participant of the Bologna process for more than ten years; however,
the nature of the implementation of its ideas acquires a wide range of signs —
from imitative to pathological” [13, p. 363-364].

Since both authors work at the National Pedagogical Dragomanov Uni-
versity, the empirical base that guided the direction of theoretical research was
the processes of academic mobility and internationalization that took place in
the educational environment of this university at 2017. The geography of the
countries of the foreign students at the National Pedagogical Dragomanov Uni-
versity is represented by countries such as China, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan,
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Belarus, Georgia, Italy, Moldova, Poland, Russia, Turkey, India, Uzbekistan,
Syria, Israel, Iran, Portugal, etc. In total, the university has 388 international
students, including 251 students, 100 postgraduate students, and 37 students
in the preparatory department.

As we demonstrated, the educational environment of the university has a
pronounced multicultural nature and its productive functioning is a separate re-
search problem. In addition, academic mobility is realized not only by students,
but also by lecturers and researchers, creating a separate problem and research
field: “More and more, academics are mobile, and becoming transnational,
opting for international academic career development... The socio-professional
networks of transnational academics and their embodied spatial knowledge are
not yet seriously analyzed empirically. Is this a new academic profession? An
academic profession in which all members are multilingual, regardless of disci-
pline, gender, age, region of origin and so on? Transnational identities are being
formed. At the moment we cannot even describe them systematically — even
though we are beginning to understand the discourses of neoliberalism and regi-
onal homogenization which are invoked to increase their existence” [11, p. 403].

As we see, Ukraine is trying to fit its status of responsible “player” of
the global educational area implementing the key provisions of the Bologna
Declaration and other documents aimed at implementing globalization trends
in higher education. At the same time, the problematic current socio-cultural
(geopolitical) situation distinguishes Ukraine from other countries that carry
out transit and active modernization of higher education in accordance with
high European standards. These are complex processes of a geopolitical nature
that create instability in terms of the territorial integrity of Ukraine (annexation
of Crimea and military conflict in the East of Ukraine) which actualizes a
specific, regional dimension of the processes of academic migration. As a result
of the geopolitical conflict, many universities with part of the state and students
carried out an act of forced migration similar to forced migration from zones of
military conflicts: “This conflict caused large-scale migration processes. The
millions of Ukrainian people become the subjects of migration trying to escape
from the direct military activity at their cities. The Ukrainian politicians also
understood the need of saving the social and intellectual capital of the regions.
At the result, most of the scientific and education institutions performed the
migration procedure too. However, this migration had a special nature: the
institutions migrated without facilities and resources; the stuff of migrated
institutions was not full too” [23, p. 129].

The Problem of Adaptation at Other Social, Cultural and
Educational Environment

At the previous sections of the article, we demonstrated the peculiarities
of the implementation of the ideology of academic mobility and academic mi-
gration at the global and regional levels. At the same time, we did not study the
problems, which had arisen in Ukrainian higher education area in connection
with these tendencies. Based on the logic of the study’s deployment, the pro-
blem of adaptation of both foreign students and internally displaced persons
(students, workers of the displaced institutions of higher education) should be
reviewed.
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Taking into account the desire of the displaced universities to become a
new clusters of Ukrainian higher education system (“from scratch”), they begin
to develop a strategy for development in the Ukrainian space of higher edu-
cation taking into account the following fact: “The tragic bloody experience
of territorial disintegration could be interpreted as a painful evolutionary step.
At the result of external influence, the group of students, teachers and admi-
nistrators can become a social capital for new educational institutions starting
one’s activity “tabula rasa”. These people are firm to the values of university,
firm to the European values such as freedom and democracy. They are firm to
own Motherland. Thus, they may become a fundamental spiritual and intel-
lectual resource for these institutions” [23, p.134]. In our opinion, it is sensible
to remember the history of University of Cambridge appearing almost eight
centuries ago. It appeared as a response to the socio-cultural challenges of the
13th centuries as a desire to avoid non-constructive educational practices and
socio-cultural challenges of that time and place (Oxford) becoming a hub for
innovation and democratic transformation.

Having carried out a revision of the globalization and regional challenges
of the Ukrainian higher education system, we will consider the real problem
of harmonizing the communicative space of Ukrainian higher education where
complex modernization processes are taking place in response to the demands
of worldwide and regional tendencies. At the same time, we would like to
emphasize that regional migration processes have more or less dominant role
for the development of strategies for the development of higher education in
Ukraine: “The academic mobility is a demonstration of a wide range of human
freedoms — the freedom to choose a place of study, the right to free movement,
the academic freedom, etc. Such an understanding of this phenomenon harmo-
niously fits into the context of students treatment as creative individuals, who
aspire to develop and actualize their potential in getting a higher education,
being declared as one of the fundamental principles of the modernization of
higher education in Ukraine” [13, p. 317].

In the article, the authors tried to emphasize the fact that Ukraine is
a special socio-cultural landscape for the implementation of the principles of
academic mobility and academic migration. At the same time, analysis of the
educational policy of recent years makes it possible to distinguish between the
specific tendency that looks like a simulation of the modernization of higher
education in Ukraine. Ukraine signed the Bologna Declaration in 2005, howe-
ver, the Model Provision on Academic Mobility was developed by the Ministry
of Education and Science of Ukraine only in 2014.

This fact indicates, on the one hand, the lack of real mechanisms for
ensuring academic mobility, and, on the other hand, the lack of normative
documents to address complex processes of adaptation of foreign students and
internally displaced persons. At the same time, the issue of adaptation of
representatives of different cultures, religions and, in the context of current
geopolitical challenges, is an important challenge that should be regulated at
the legislative level: “Travelling knowledge is not simply a case of edges versus
empires of knowledge or vice versa. When an intellectual travels from empires
of knowledge to the edges, or indeed when they travel from the edges to empires
of knowledge, they will always bring intellectual baggage with them” [9, p. 637].
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Within our research, there is a need to emphasize the contradictions which
exist at the multicultural Ukrainian higher education environment. On the one
hand, there are the presenters of various cultural traditions of religious beliefs,
and on the other hand, even within the same country, we see the contradicti-
ons of communication between the Ukrainians, which are trying to integrate
internally displaced persons, by the same persons. The new socio-cultural en-
vironment causes difficulties adapting also due to the perception of foreigners
by university staff that do not have special training to work with such a ca-
tegory of students. Linguistic and cultural adaptation gets much faster when
foreign students communicate intensively with local students, for example, in
dormitories. It helps to establish relationships with other students, exchange
information, improve language skills, which greatly increases the efficiency of
learning.

The growing number of foreign students and significant funds entering
the higher education system of Ukraine make incoming mobility an important
branch of educational exports, while the foreigners themselves are the cate-
gory whose interests must be taken into account and protected. International
students sometimes encounter big difficulties in social adaptation. As it has
already noted, this is isolation or the possibility of communicating with com-
patriots only due to the low level of knowledge of a foreign language, the ina-
dequate involvement of mobile students in extra-curricular activities, student
self-government bodies [14].

Taking into account the challenges initiated by displaced universities and
internally displaced persons (academic community representatives), some groups
are opposed to dominant discourses, enhanced by prejudice and clichés, which
take root in the unproductive tradition of geographical determinism within
Ukraine. In parallel, a large number of foreign students from different coun-
tries of the world come to Ukraine every year to study at higher educational
establishments. In total, the geography of the countries, where students go,
includes about 148 states: according to the Ministry of Education and Science
of Ukraine, foreigners are studying at 228 of Ukrainian universities [15]. The
Minister emphasizes that only over the past two years the number of Ukrainian
higher education institutions where foreign students are study increased from
185 to 228: in 2017 almost 40 000 of invitations to education were issued, which
is twice as much as in 2015, therefore, more than 66 000 foreign students study
in Ukraine, but there were 53664 in 2011 [15].

Conclusions

The research defined the need to regulate the requirements for the lan-
guage of instruction and its level of knowledge. Foreign students need to know
what language they will learn (Ukrainian, Russian or English) and, if it is
possible, begin to assimilate it before coming to Ukraine. After all, the respon-
sibility for learning a language of instruction lies entirely on the “shoulders”
of students, and not of universities, throughout the civilized world. European
universities generally offer optional courses for studying English or another
European language.
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At the same time, the regional dimension of academic mobility and mi-

gration demonstrates the existence of a number of contradictions in the im-
plementation of modernization processes in the field of higher education. The
analysis of the legislation has demonstrated the crisis nature of the normative
provision of academic mobility processes, reinforced by a complex geopolitical
situation. Directly the processes of academic mobility and academic migra-
tion have “marginalized” status, despite globalization and current geopolitical
challenges.
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